
PAC MEETING MINUTES – Dr. CHARLES BEST SECONDARY 

GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2021 

7:30pm – ZOOM 

 

In Attendance: 

Chair: Will Davis Exec Member-at-Large: Karen Heinrich 
Vice Chair: Michele Danielov Exec Member-at-Large: Graeme Illman 
Treasurer: Upasna Sharma                    Secretary: Rhiannon Morris 

Maria Pilar Suarez (DPAC rep) 
Heather Murphy (Principal) 
Bethany Butler-Wong 
Jennifer Bell-Irving 
Meg Torres 
Michelle Head 
David Preddy  
Rosemary Brodt  
Karen Illman 
Claire Wheeler  
Lee Carswell 
Danny Relevant 
 
7:38 pm   Meeting called to order. 

Introductions        
Parents, PAC Executive, Principal Murphy  
 
Adoption of December 16th, 2020 General PAC meeting minutes   
Moved – Upasna Sharma, 2nd - Pilar Suarez.  All in favour. Carried. 
 
Adoption of January Agenda     
Moved – Rhiannon Morris, 2nd – Karen Heinrich. All in favour. Carried 

Principal’s Report (Heather Murphy) 

• The gift of Poinsettias for all staff members was very much appreciated.  A graduate from last 
year was also involved in contributing small gifts to the staff from his new business.  Heather 
Murphy said thank you. 

• The Christmas break was very welcome.  After the break, the school was hoping to get the final 
inspections completed for occupancy of the new addition to start next quarter.  However, it 
appears the fire alarm panel had to be moved so construction had to stop, delaying the 
completion of the inspection.  The hope now is to get in the new addition by the start of the 
fourth quarter.  

• Quarter 3 starts on Feb 2nd and some disruption is anticipated because there is no free day to 
move and organise classrooms that change with the new quarter.  Under different 
circumstances, students would help move classroom materials, but Covid19 means this is not 
possible.  The break between semesters is also usually used for student reference letters and 
other support relating to graduating students, this is now not available with the quarter system. 
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• Regarding the threat of changes to future funding structure, Heather Murphy believes it is 
getting too late in the year to make these changes and based on observations from various 
sources she imagines there will not be a change.  Schools have been tasked with creating a 
semester system for the next school year, not a quarter system, which supports that theory.  
The possible changes to block funding means that funding is only given for 8 blocks per student.  
This means that French Immersion students who only get one elective have limited options, or 
students who want to go into a science-heavy future such as medicine are unable to take any 
arts courses, since all eight of their allocated blocks would be needed for sciences.  Currently 
they have the option to take arts such as band or others, in blocks 9 and 10.  

• ‘Grad wear’ clothing specifically for the 2021 graduating class (different from regular spirit wear) 
was delayed due to damage to the supplier’s materials, it was hoped it would be available 
before Christmas but that wasn’t possible.  It is now coming this week.  

• Awards night didn’t happen last year, so this year awards will be given at the end of each 
quarter for qualities such as outstanding academic achievement, perseverance, great 
improvement, class contribution, etc.  Ninety awards will be given out this week, consisting of a 
certificate and treat.  Top student awards will be given at the end of all quarters, plans are being 
made for how best to deliver them. 

• COVID19 update: No parents have indicated that any students have tested positive since the 
start of the new year. 
 

 
DPAC Report (Pilar Suarez Bastias)  

• The next meeting is January 27th at 7:00pm. 

• At the next meeting they will talk about digital awareness for parents. 

• The suggested was made again to raise the issue of the Ministry of Education’s threat to return 
to block funding with the DPAC to discuss, and to try to collaborate. 

 
Treasurer’s Report (Upasna Sharma) 

• The Budget Report was updated at the start of January. 

• In summary, $8,280 in PAC donations has been received to date. Expenses to date are $4,432, 
leaving a balance of $3,847. 

• For the Gaming Fund, expenses including $1031.70 for the Sony camera, add up to a total of 
$9,446.90. 

• The new Bank account will be opened next week. 

• There is an allowance in the Budget for the gym floor covering and mural inside the school, this 
should be used by the end of the school year. 

• The $1,050 raised from the sale of Poinsettias for the 2021 graduation fund, was used to pay for 
the gifts to staff of their poinsettias, therefore the PAC will reimburse the 2021 grad group.  

• For the 2021 graduation fund, $8,894.57 is available from last year.  Added to this is $1,164.26 
gifted from last years graduation fund, an extra $2000 from a previous year, $1382.06 from Dry 
Grad., plus $1,050 from the Poinsettia sales. PAC gives $4,000 giving a total of $18,490.70. 

• Lee C suggested that big ticket items for graduation should be paid from the school so GST is 
saved, but discussion is needed with members of the PAC exec regarding the structure of 
accounts for graduation funds. Michele D and Will D will discuss. 

• Traffic calming signs haven’t been made yet.  Some input was hoped for from those parents who 
had previously questioned the role of staff in traffic control at the school, however interest in 
this issue seems to have diminished.  A budget of $250 has been put aside for some signs, and 
they are still needed particularly at the roundabout.  
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New Business       
Grade 11 Parent Dance Committee – A Subcommittee of the PAC (Rosemary Brodt).  
• The Committee will meet again on Wednesday 20th at 7:30pm.  Vice-principal Dave Jones will 

attend. 
• No decision has been made on the golf event still.  There is a concern that the golf event alone 

won’t make enough money, so another event is needed.  A second event (dance or trivia night) 
would ideally happen in the fall; however, Heather M says finding a date to use the gym for such an 
event would be difficult if basketball or volleyball etc. is running again.  The golf and other event 
would be the equivalent of the traditional parent dinner dance, which would normally be held this 
spring, to raise money for the student graduation dinner dance in 2022.  Other fundraising 
traditionally takes place the following spring for the after-grad party.  Due to Covid19 restrictions, all 
2022 graduation fundraising now must happen in a condensed timeframe.  It also needs to not 
conflict with the grad 2023 dinner dance, which would traditionally take place in the spring of 2022.  
The 2022 graduation fundraising is at a disadvantage because it is restricted due to the pandemic, 
but the assumption is that the 2022 graduation will be back to the traditional events which require a 
lot of fundraising. 

• Quiz night was agreed would be a good alternative fundraising option if a parent dinner dance is not 
possible.  The group will also look at non-event fundraising to help raise funds, such as a meat sale, 
hanging basket sale, etc. 

• Lee C asked could we do a 50/50?  The answer is yes, but you must have the right gaming licence 
depending on whether the prize is more than $1000 or less. 

 
Grad 2021 Parent Committee – A Subcommittee of the PAC (Will Davis). 
• The next meeting is on Wednesday January 20th. 
• Claire Wheeler – other high schools are asking the city to help co-ordinate some community grad 

photo locations and need a contact for Dr. Charles Best. It is agreed that it would be good to co-
ordinate and share ideas. There could be some cost-sharing involved too. Will D will be the contact. 

• Graduation 2021 will probably be virtual again and since they have a robust budget already, there 
will probably be no more fundraising, maybe some augmenting of funds if needed as donations. 

• The overall idea is that grads do want a virtual event, and a repeat of last year’s lawn signs, which 
were very popular. 

 

Other Business 

• Motion for Pac to fund the purchase of the poinsettias given to staff: Moved - Graeme Illman, 2nd – Karen 

Heinrich. 

Motion to adjourn: Moved – Will Davis, 2nd – Rhiannon Morris. All in favour. Carried. 

9:10 pm Meeting adjourned. 

Next meeting: March 15 at 7:30 pm 

 


