
PAC MEETING MINUTES – Dr. CHARLES BEST SECONDARY 

GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 15, 2021 

7:30pm – ZOOM 

In Attendance: 

Chair: Will Davis   Exec Member-at-large: Karen Heinrich 
Vice Chair: Michele Danielov  Exec Member-at-large: Graeme Illman 
Treasurer: Upasna Sharma  Secretary: Rhiannon Morris 
Heather Murphy (Principal) 
Bethany Butler-Wong    
Meg Torres    Jennifer Bell-Irving 
David Preddy     Michelle Head 
Karen Illman    Rosemary Brodt 
Lee Carswell    Claire Wheeler 
 
7:55 pm   Meeting called to order. 

Introductions        
Parents, PAC Executive, Principal Murphy  
 
Adoption of January 18th, 2020 General PAC meeting minutes   
Moved – Rosemary Brodt, 2nd – Michelle Danielov.  All in favour. Carried. 
 
Adoption of January Agenda     
Moved – Rhiannon Morris, 2nd – Graeme Illman. All in favour. Carried 

Principal’s Report (Heather Murphy) 

• The cross-catchment process has happened. Charles Best admission was closed, Centennial and 
Heritage also both closed unless there was a sibling already registered.  There will be 
approximately 40 more students in French Immersion than English, but numbers may change 
due to siblings, appeals, and kids that leave to go to the PMSS IB programme.  Charles Best took 
40 international students in 2020/21 and is projected to have 60 international students next 
year, depending on covid.  

• Course selection forms are submitted and being worked on over spring break.  Using MyEd the 
schedule planning is more automated, but it’s a difficult process regardless.  If too few students 
(for example less than 20) want to do one course, the block will probably not run. If a class must 
be cut, then students’ second choice classes will be considered. The standard student equivalent 
ratio is 28 students per teacher block.  The school is planning for a semester system and 
hopefully won’t have to re-jig the timetable into a quarter system. 

• The new addition was opened, and loose ends are being finished, including painting, so the 
painters are also touching up the main school where needed. 

• There is a common complaint that the wi-fi at Charles Best is not good.  The results of a recent 
wi-fi test show that the school does have an ample bandwidth.  The problem is if people are 
using the wi-fi for non-educational purposes it slows it down.  Michelle D comments that the wi-
fi is bad in the library and the carpark.  Heather M responds that its the cell coverage that is bad.  
Graeme I suggests we make a point of putting the results of the wi-fi test into a newsletter for 
the benefit of parents. 
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• COVID19 update: There have been no new cases.  One teacher was exposed but was not at the 
school after being exposed.   

 
DPAC Report (Pilar Suarez Bastias)  

• The next meeting is April 7th at 7:00pm. 
 
Treasurer’s Report (Upasna Sharma) 

• The Budget Report was updated at the start of March.  The PAC budget and school budget were 
compared to make sure they matched. 

• In summary, $8,535 in PAC donations has been received to date.   

• Gaming expenses to date are $11,927.98, leaving $1,452.19 still to be spent. 

• There is still an allowance in the Budget for the gym floor covering.  The logistics of putting the 
floor covering on is complex, requiring approximately $20,000 plus additional custodial time.  
The decision must consider that the gym is used for many activities aside from sports, in 
addition the gym floor is usually refinished every 8 years, so the large investment in the new 
floor covering may not be warranted.  A decision will be made toward the end of the school 
year.  

 
New Business      
Grad 2022 Parent Committee – A Subcommittee of the PAC (Rosemary Brodt).  
• The Committee will meet again on Wednesday 17th at 7:30pm.  
• 50/50 is approved.  Date may be moved forward. 
• Bottle drive after spring break. 
• The golf event is booked for May 28th.   
• Trivia night will be in the fall.   
• The group is still looking at non-event fundraising to help raise funds, such as a meat sale, hanging 

basket sale, etc. 
• Heather M asks about a pub night being an option for the fall. 
 
Grad 2021 Parent Committee – A Subcommittee of the PAC (Will Davis). 
• Small sub-committee of virtual after-grad has been created.  Students have indicated they want 

funds to go towards photo opportunities, the virtual after-grad and distribution of swag including 
lawn signs. 

 

Other Business 

• Gaming Licence.  At some point in November students involved in the butterfly effect group wanted to 

do a raffle.  A quick application was made for a raffle licence.  However, it is now realised that any 

licence application should be discussed and agreed upon by the PAC.  The butterfly effect is a group 

that comes up with an enterprise to raise money, in this case it was a raffle for two electronic games.  

This licence was applied for between PAC meetings because of time restrictions, and so PAC was 

unaware of the licence.  Karen H emphasizes the importance of discussion around any application to 

avoid specific rules being broken, deadlines missed etc. 

Next meeting April 19th  

Motion to adjourn: Moved – Bethany Wong, 2nd – Karen Heinrich. All in favour. Carried. 

9:10 pm Meeting adjourned. 


